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TURNING HOUSES 
INTO BALD EAGLES 


Trade Lands are properties given to the Conservancy 
expressly for conversion into capital for land acquisition. 
Houses, trailer parks, gravel pits, brownstones, commer- 
cial lots, villas and pizza parlors qualify. The common 
thread is that Trade Lands exhibit no significant natural 
values but are eminently marketable. The Conservancy 
uses the proceeds to acquire nature preserves of high 
ecological quality. 

The Chapter recently was named beneficiary of a Trade 
Lands bequest. The donor is a conservationist who wished 
to establish a revolving fund for land acquisition, to be 
named in honor of her late husband and herself. She in- 
structed her attorney to draft a will using specimen lan- 
guage we provided. Her home and surrounding acreage 
will pass to the Conservancy and then be sold on the 
open market, with any restrictive covenants necessary to 
preserve the land. Her property is beautifully situated 
and will yield a substantial sum to protect critical wild- 
lands in Connecticut. 

Trade Lands can be given through bequests or during 
the donor's lifetime. The donor of a home can retain life 
tenancy. Corporations and individuals can contribute, 
and the tax consequences are identical to those associ- 
ated with gifts of biologically significant land. In addition 
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to developed property, the Conservancy accepts unde- 
veloped land as Trade Lands so long as it does not have 
a high natural amenity. To make sure, we ask a scientist 
to conduct an independent ecological evaluation. 

Most important, if you give your home or other prop- 
erty, the proceeds will save mountains, eagles, streams, 
bobcats, inland deserts (yes, right here in Connecticut), 
bogs and heaths. Trade Lands are a way of insuring that 
future generations will enjoy a landscape you have loved. 

Write us for more information. 
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W. Kent Olson 
Executive Director 


CHAPTER ACQUIRES 
STAMFORD PROPERTIES 


The Chapter is pleased to announce a 1.9-acre gift of 
land from Mr. Booth Hemingway, and a 6.2-acre gift from 
Mrs. Sadie Sporn. Located in Stamford, the properties 
are important open space in a heavily developed region 
of the state. Plans call for eventual transfer of the proper- 
ties to a qualified local organization. We extend our sin- 
cere appreciation to Mr. Hemingway and Mrs. Sporn. 


EE TCO 


KENNECOTT GIVES 
CONSERVATION GRANT 


Kennecott Corporation, headquartered in Stamford, 
has granted $14,702 to the Connecticut Chapter to com- 
plete a guidebook to selected Conservancy preserves, 
The corporation, recently acquired by Sohio, has been a 
Corporate Associate for two years. Chairman Peter Cooper 
said, “The Chapter is indebted to Kennecott for its Sup- 
port. We are pleased to be affiliated with a corporation of 
Kennecott's stature and are gratified by its tangible and 
continuing commitment to a better environment for all.” 
Publication date for the guidebook is fall 1982. 


TAX LAW FAVORS 1981 GIVING 


On January 1, 1982, the new tax law will take effect. 
The maximum personal income tax rate will drop from 
70% to 50%. For individuals in the current top tax bracket, 
this means that after-tax cost of a $1.00 gift made before 
January 1 is only 30 cents as the other 70 cents has been 
lost to taxes. However, after January 1, the after-tax cost 
of the same gift will be 50 cents, an increase of 66%. Said 
differently, a top-bracket donor can give away $1.66 be- 
fore January 1, at the same after-tax cost as a gift of 
$1.00 after that date. A similar effect, proportionately re- 
duced, will be experienced by everyone with a current 
marginal rate of 50% or better. 

The Connecticut Chapter urges donors in a// brackets 
to respond generously to its recent direct-mail general 
appeal and to capital programs as they materialize in 
1981. 


DEVIL’S DEN IN NOVEMBEK 


We hope you'll join us on Saturday, November 21 for a 
hike at Lucius Pond Ordway Preserve-Devil’s Den in 
Weston. We'll meet at 10:00 a.m. at the main parking 
area at the end of Pent Road and walk for a couple of 
hours. Clifford Emanuelson, Preserve Director, will lead 
us over the well-maintained trail system. Wear sturdy 
shoes, dress warmly, and bring a bag lunch for after- 
wards. Please send a postcard to the Chapter office if 
you plan on coming so we'll Know how many to expect. 


Route map for winter hike 
at Devil's Den Preserve. 


ONION MT. TO BE PRESERVED 


Executive Director Ken Olson recently announced that 
the Chapter has obtained an option to purchase Onion 
Mountain in Canton. A basaltic ridge 900 feet in eleva- 
tion, Onion supports an array of flora and fauna. “The 
400-acre preserve Is a biologically rich area and a beau- 
tiful spot,” Olson said. “Some of the road frontage is de- 
velopable. Thanks to a favorable asking price, we are 
poised to secure permanent protection for the entire 
ridgetop, the east and west slopes, and the road front- 
age. Through the good auspices of the owner, Marvin H. 
Stocking, we were able to conduct mutually beneficial 
negotiations and quickly to arrive at an agreement. The 
people of Connecticut can be proud that such a spot will 
remain wild.” 

The Chapter, in conjunction with the Land Trust Serv- 
ice Bureau, is working to transfer ownership of Onion 
Mountain to a local organization. 
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Paddlers canoe channel to Chapman's Pond. 


NAVIGATING THE CONNECTICUT 


Thirty people huddled against an ominous noon squall 
October 3 and deliberated last-minute navigational plans. 
In a wonderful display of courage and enthusiasm, the 
group agreed to gamble on better weather and take to 
the water. Moments later, 14 canoes slid into the Con- 
necticut River; there was no turning back! 

Paddlers proceeded downriver helped along by an 
obliging north wind. We tucked behind Rich and Lord Is- 
lands and into the protected waters of Chapman's Pond, 
where we took a short hike. 

Again water-bound, the flotilla continued single-file 
through the narrow southern outlet of Chapman's Pond. 
More reminiscent of a southern bayou, the meandering 
flow is bordered by bur-marigolds, turtle head and an oc- 
Casional red burst of cardinal flower. 

Back in the main current of the Connecticut, we hugged 
the eastern bank where the “Seven Sisters” drop dramat- 
ically into the water. At Whalebone Cove the party of ca- 
noes divided and were quite lost from one another deep 
in the tall wild rice. The expedition ended at the park be- 
low Gillette’s Castle, where canoeists were rewarded by 
a final outburst of afternoon sunshine. The trip was re- 
peated with another group on October 10. 


GIFTSOFLAND _. 
ENLARGE THREE PRESERVES 


The Chapter has received important additions to three 
preserves in the past month. Dorothy Walker of Salisbury, 
who in recent years gave an agricultural easement on 
129 acres plus a 35-acre addition in fee, has again gen- 
erously conveyed to TNC another 20 acres. This addition 
increases the acreage of the contiguous tracts of Patricia 
Winter Woodland and Hamlet Hill Preserve to an impres- 
sive 675 acres—protected forever. The Appalachian Trail, 
running for approximately two miles, swings through these 
two preserves. 

Richard Cooper made a donation of 10 acres to swell 
the acreage of Lord’s Cove Preserve in Lyme to 159 
acres. Having given 28 acres in 1975, he recently added 
this key parcel to further round out the preserve. The 
Conservancy now owns approximately 3,500 feet of Con- 
necticut River frontage extending south from Hamburg 
Cove. The area supports mixed hardwoods on the upper 
slopes and hemlocks on the steep lower slopes. 

Mrs. Chester Bowles of Essex once again gave the 
Conservancy a portion of undivided interest in the Turtle 
Creek Wildlife Sanctuary that extends across the town 
line into Old Saybrook, on the opposite bank of the Con- 
necticut River from Lord’s Cove. This 89-acre preserve 
boasts a well-developed trail system through hemlocks 
and mountain laurel, and past the meandering tidal estu- 
ary of Turtle Creek. 

The Connecticut Chapter recognizes the generosity of 
these three individuals, and we welcome these lands to 
our stewardship. 


CHAPTER RECEIVES GREENWICH 
GIFT OF LAND 


A gift of land from the estate of Joan M. Gildersleeve 
has been presented by William Gildersleeve of Green- 
wich. The 8.6-acre gift abuts the Conservancy's John 
Sargent Woodland, expanding the preserve to nearly 14 
acres. By prearrangement with the donors of the Sargent 
Woodland, the Gildersleeve family, the Greenwich Land 
Trust and the Conservancy, the Woodland and the Joan 
M. Gildersleeve Addition will become a preserve of the 
Greenwich Land Trust. The Connecticut Land Trust Serv- 
ice Bureau was instrumental in coordinating this cooper- 
ative project in land conservation. 


CONSERVANCY LICENSE PLATE 


Our summer 1981 From the Land announced the avail- 
ability of a high quality aluminum, front-end license plate 
bearing The Nature Conservancy oak leaf insignia. To 
obtain a plate, send $6.00 to Joseph Stannard, 48 Ripley 
Road, Glastonbury, CT 06033 (please note address 
change from summer issue). The plates are being of- 
fered by the Glastonbury Sub-Chapter under the aus- 
pices of the Connecticut Chapter of TNC. 
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LAND TRUST SERVICE BUREAU 


The Land Trust Service Bureau now provides a low- 
cost comprehensive group insurance program for land 
trusts. Previously these organizations were paying ex- 
tremely high rates for coverage or were going without lia- 
bility insurance. The Service Bureau has worked with the 
Conservancy's national office to establish this program. 
Connecticut is currently serving as a pilot project; how- 
ever, the Conservancy hopes eventually to offer the pro- 
gram to qualifying local conservation organizations 
nationwide. 


Glowering at its rescuers—David Sargent and Al Nodden—a 


baby osprey recuperates. Photo by Jean Sargent. 


OSPREY RESCUE MISSION 
by David Sargent 


Within the space of three years two baby osprey, 
hatched from the same nest at TNC’s Hatchett’s Point 
Preserve, have nearly lost their lives from the hazards of 
tangled monofilament fishing line. 

Late in July 1981, a fledgling was discovered hanging 
upside down from a dead limb of a very tall tree, help- 
lessly flapping its great wings. One of its legs was at- 
tached to the limb by a short strand of line. The tree was 
nearly inaccessible, but we managed to approach it by 
canoe and fight our way through dense underbrush until 
we stood almost beneath the struggling bird. 

We climbed about 15 feet into a second dead tree and 
from that precarious vantage point were finally able, with 
a rope, to break the dead branch, and the young bird 
tumbled down. We managed to reach it and brought it 
struggling in the canoe to an open field near its nest, 
where it could rest. The parent ospreys who had been 
circling overhead then disappeared. 

Upon release, the bird circled the pond and then, 
weakened by its ordeal, tumbled again into the under- 
brush below. After its second rescue, it luckily managed 
a short flight to a more open area where we left it. 

The following day, much to our relief, it was back on its 
nest being fed by its parents. As for its rescuers who had 
spent close to three hours on their mission of mercy— 
there was a renewed determination to pick up and dis- 
pose of all tangled masses of fishing line wnenever and 
wherever they are found. 


TNC MEMBERS AND STAFF 
CONVERGE ON MONTEREY 


The 31st annual meeting of The Nature Conservancy 
brought together in Monterey, California, in September, 
300 TNC members and staff from all over the country. 
Our Chapter was represented by Trustees Richard 
Goodwin, Alex Gardner, and Bill Ross, and Associate Di- 
rector Susan Cooley. Between business meetings there 
were field trips to some of the Conservancy's most im- 
pressive acquisitions, including Santa Cruz Island off 
Santa Barbara, the 2000-acre Big Creek Preserve at Big 
Sur, and the Elkhorn Slough just north of Monterey. 

At the awards banquet our own Dr. Richard Goodwin 
was presented the Conservancy’s Oak Leaf Award in 
recognition of his major contributions during its formative 
years and for his service as president (1956-58, 1964- 
66), vice president and member of the national board. 


WHERE DO YOUR DOLLARS GO? 


Annual dues are divided equally between the Chapter 
and the national office, with one important exception. A 
member's first-year dues are allocated entirely to the of- 
fice where those dues were originally sent. The benefits a 
member receives are identical in either case. The Chap- 
ter office will benefit by receiving new memberships, as 
we can keep 100% toward the Conservancy's program in 
Connecticut. 

The other important distinction is between donations 
for operations and for projects. Donations for operations 
support the administrative work that makes land preser- 
vation possible. With each dollar you donate toward op- 
erations, we are able to save $16 worth of land. Dona- 
tions for projects are restricted exclusively to the program 
or project for which they are given (e.g. specific pre- 
serves, student internship program, project acquisition). 


WITH SPECIAL THANKS .. . 


Among our many volunteers has been a cadre of indi- 
viduals who have taken on the often tedious—but vital— 
function of office work. We would like to give particular 
thanks to Ann Wickett, Donna McCready, Lynne Adams, 
and Marcy Klattenberg for their assistance with Chapter 
membership campaigns, current and past. 


IN MEMORIAM: GEORGE BRYCE 


The Conservancy lost a true friend in George M. 
Bryce who died on September 2, at the age of 93. A 
great lover of the out-of-doors, he donated 11 acres 


of his South Mountain property in Bristol in 1972. 
Known as ‘“‘Shangrila,’ the preserve affords a mag- 
nificent view looking north over Bristol and the dis- 
tant hills. George Bryce was named an honorary life 
member of the Conservancy a year ago. 


